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The Junction 
Edinburgh

GSK IMPACT Awards Winner 2015

Scotland’s young people have among 
the highest rates of alcohol use in 
Europe and there is a correlation 
between this and rates of sexual activity.*  
The Leith Ward in Edinburgh in which 
The Junction is based, has high rates  
of hospital admission for alcohol  
misuse, drug related deaths and 
teenage pregnancies.**

Its counselling, group and street work, 
alcohol, drug and sexual health services 
all work together to help young people 
make positive choices. It creates a 
supportive environment and young 
people can access services directly  
and on their own terms with no need  
to navigate across different services.

A prevention service that supports children and young 
people at risk of engaging in harmful behaviour and 
helps them make positive choices that promote their 
health and wellbeing.

www.the-junction.org

The Junction also supports Peer 
Researchers, who conduct interviews 
with local young people. The most 
recent outcome was a report ‘Growing 
up in a culture of alcohol’, which has 
supported a schools pilot providing 
facilitated discussions on parental 
substance use.  

Since winning a GSK IMPACT Award 
in 2009, the organisation has grown 
considerably, moving to new larger 
premises. It has deepened its local 
provision services, doubled its staff  
and income, extended its work to  
the adjacent Forth Ward, also an area  
of deprivation, and widened its range  
of services.
*    Advisory Council on Misuse of Drugs 2006 
**   Edinburgh Council 2006

From left: Lisa Weaks, The King’s Fund; Mags Easton, The Junction; 
Sam Anderson, The Junction; Katie Pinnock, GSK

 Judge’s comment:
“ The Junction’s starting point is 
that young people are an asset 
with the potential to improve 
their own health. It targets a 
range of young people who 
would have otherwise slipped 
through the net, creating 
a supportive environment 
and building service delivery 
around their needs. It is an 
excellent charity demonstrating 
impressive achievements.”
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About the GSK IMPACT Awards
Supporting excellence in community health

The GSK IMPACT Awards

Organised and managed in partnership with 
The King’s Fund, a leading independent health 
charity working to improve health and social 
care, the GSK IMPACT Awards are designed 
to recognise and reward small to medium  
sized charities that are doing excellent work  
to improve people’s health.  

The awards have been running since 1997  
and to-date we’ve given over £5 million to 
almost 400 community health charities  
across the UK.

The awards are open to registered charities  
that are at least three years old, working in  
a health-related field in the UK, with a total 
annual income between £25,000 and 
£2 million.  

A unique feature of the GSK IMPACT  
Awards is that they recognise excellence  
in existing work. 

The GSK IMPACT Awards are an annual scheme, funded by GSK as 
part of our commitment to promote community health and wellbeing.  

The assessment is based on the work of  
the whole organisation rather than an one 
specific project, and focuses on excellence  
in the six areas of IMPACT:

• Innovation
• Management
• Partnership
• Achievement
• Community Focus
• Targeting Need

After an extensive shortlisting process, 
20 organisations are chosen and receive  
a visit from an independent assessor.  
The assessors then produce a detailed  
report, which goes to a panel of health  
and charity expert judges who select the  
ten winning organisations.  

The ten winners each receive £30,000  
in unrestricted funding, an intensive  
three day training and development 

Above: GSK IMPACT Awards stage, Science Museum

Scotland

£648,000 
Total awarded to charities

Scotland North £111,000
Scotland East £288,000
Scotland West £249,000

East England  £65,000
East Midlands £159,000
London £1,160,000
North East £281,000
North West £540,000
South Central £434,000
South East  £327,000
South West £487,000
West Midlands £293,000
Yorkshire & Humber £296,000

Wales North  £32,000
Wales Mid  £3,000
Wales South £153,000 

Wales

£188,000
Total awarded to charities

381 health  
and wellbeing charities 
working at the heart of 
their communities have  
been recognised so far

Northern Ireland

£404,000
Total awarded to charities

England

£4m
Total awarded to charities

The GSK IMPACT Awards reward charities 
that are doing outstanding work to improve 
people’s health throughout the UK*

£5.19m
Total amount awarded 
to UK charities from 

1997 to 2015

*  Map denotes where charities  
are based but many work nationally

programme and the opportunity to join 
the GSK IMPACT Awards Development 
Network. A film is made about their 
work, and they are provided with support 
materials to help promote themselves.

To learn more about the GSK IMPACT 
Awards and past winners please visit: 
www.kingsfund.org.uk/gskimpactawards
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The GSK IMPACT Awards  
Support and development for the award winners

The GSK IMPACT Awards

The training and development programme 
The three-day programme helps winners 
develop their organisations and their leaders. 
Informed by the rigorous assessment process 
for the awards, it is carefully tailored to the 
needs of each year’s award winners. It helps 
winners develop a range of leadership skills 
and gain knowledge in specialist areas  
such as financial management, governance, 
evaluation, HR and communications.

Previous participants have been 
overwhelmingly positive about the  
programme with winners testifying to  
its uniqueness, high quality, the value  
of working with other award winning 
organisations, its source of motivation and 
being as important as the award money.  

As part of their prize, all 10 winning charities are given the opportunity 
to take part in the GSK IMPACT Awards training and development 
programme and to then join our Network of award winners. Valued  
at up to £6,000 for each organisation, these activities are funded  
by GSK and hosted by our GSK IMPACT partner, The King’s Fund.

“ I feel very proud that I’m part  
of this network - it’s a real 
endorsement and I’m leading  
a relatively small charity in 
terms of some of the big players 
out there. I feel I can stand proud 
that I am affiliated but also being 
a winner of the GSK IMPACT 
award is incredibly empowering.”

The GSK IMPACT Awards Network 
The Network was set up in response to 
requests from the winning organisations  
to continue the professional development 
and joint working that they found so helpful. 
It is a unique learning network that supports 
past winners and builds recognition of their 
contribution to their communities. 

The Network started in 2012 as a small 
pilot project, but now has 99 members 
representing 62 award winning organisations 
from across the UK, with ten Network events 
taking place in the last 12 months.   

The programme is driven by participant’s 
ideas and experience and facilitated by a 
dedicated team of experts at The King’s Fund.

“ The GSK and King’s Fund 
partnership is really important. 
Some people apply for a GSK 
IMPACT Award to get access to 
the Network and that gives you 
an indication just how rare it  
is to get this quality of training.”



7 

The GSK IMPACT Awards The GSK IMPACT Awards

Sir Christopher Gent 
Chairman, GSK and Chair of the  
GSK IMPACT Judging Panel 

Sir Christopher Kelly
Chairman, The King’s Fund

Dawn Austwick 
Chief Executive, Big Lottery Fund

Simon Dingemans 
Chief Financial Officer, GSK

Gilly Green OBE 
Head of UK Grants, Comic Relief

Nicola Hartley
Director, Leadership Development,  
The King’s Fund

Carlton Lawson 
GSK General Manager, Consumer 
Healthcare GB & Ireland

Dr Glen Mason
Director of People, Communities and  
Local Government, Department of Health

Kerry O’Callaghan
Vice President, Global Brand, 
Communications and Government Affairs, 
GSK

Fiona Phillips 
Journalist, broadcaster and television 
presenter

Martin Swain
Vice President, Global Employee Relations, 
GSK

Nicola Yates
Senior Vice President, UK & Ireland 
Pharmaceuticals & UK General Manager, 
GSK

Judging panel

Judge’s comment:

 ‘ Charities provide important 
services and support in  
our health and social care 
system. These winners  
show just how much can  
be achieved with relatively 
limited funds, through the 
passion and dedication  
of the organisations and  
their volunteers. Their  
work spans the whole  
of our lives and their  
energy and commitment  
is inspirational.’

Our other 2015 GSK IMPACT Winners

 Overall Winner 
RESTORE 
Oxfordshire
Empowers people with mental 
health problems to recover, 
secure employment and  
lead meaningful lives.

www.alzheimerswiltshire.org.ukwww.restore.org.uk

Alzheimer’s Support  
Wiltshire
Improving quality of life for 
people living with dementia  
and their family carers in  
East and West Wiltshire.

CoolTan Arts  
London
An arts and mental health  
charity promoting mental 
wellbeing through the power  
of creativity.

www.cooltanarts.org.uk
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Cut Films (formerly  
The Deborah Hutton  
Campaign), London 
An early intervention youth project 
working with young people in 
schools and community settings 
educating them about the dangers  
of smoking through filmmaking  
and social media.

www.cutfilms.org  
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Off the Record   
Bristol   
Mental health support for  
young people that is founded  
on social action, resilience  
and participation. 

Neuromuscular Centre  
Cheshire 
The Centre of Excellence for 
people with muscular dystrophy.
Working to enable full potential 
and optimal wellbeing through 
employment, training, exercise 
and physiotherapy.

www.nmcentre.com www.otrbristol.org.uk

Our other 2015 GSK IMPACT Winners 
continued

National Council for 
Palliative Care (NCPC) 
Everyone who has palliative  
care needs or is approaching 
the end of life, dying or bereaved 
should receive high quality care 
and support.

www.ncpc.org.uk

About GSK
GSK is a science-led global healthcare 
company and is committed to improving  
the quality of human life by enabling people 
to do more, feel better and live longer.
The GSK IMPACT Awards are part of our 
charitable programme of support in the UK.

For more information please visit:  
www.gsk.com/communities

Email: gskimpact.awards@gsk.com 

About The King’s Fund 
The King’s Fund is a charity that seeks 
to understand how the health system 
in England can be improved. Using that 
insight, it helps to shape policy, transform 
services and bring about behaviour change. 
The King’s Fund’s work includes research, 
analysis, leadership development and service 
improvement. It also offers a wide range of 
resources to help everyone working in health 
to share knowledge, learning and ideas.

For more information please visit:  
www.kingsfund.org.uk

Charity registration number: 1126980

The GSK IMPACT Awards

Jo’s Cervical  
Cancer Trust  
London
Making a difference to the lives  
of those affected by cervical 
cancer and cervical abnormalities. 
Working towards a future where 
cervical cancer is a disease of 
the past.

www.jostrust.org.uk

WAVE Trauma Centre    
Belfast  
Offering care and support  
to those bereaved, injured  
or traumatised through the 
violence in Northern Ireland, 
irrespective of religious,  
cultural or political beliefs.

www.wavetraumacentre.org.uk




